68            GERMANY'S REVOLUTION OF DESTRUCTION
revolutionary interpretation of the present time gives expression
to the revolt of youth, but at the same time it reveals a total
reversal of the outlook and purpose of the youth movement.
That movement started with the aim of returning to primordial
human nature, of living the simple life of the natural man, of
preserving unfettered personality; it declared its essential
purpose to be the bursting of all the bonds of a mechanized
order of society; and it is ending in the total bondage of a
revolutionary despotism in which all nature has been
mechanized and every element is chained to a technical process.
But every fulfilment of a revolutionary instinct is blind to its
final volte-face; every revolutionary instinct feels that it is
achieving fulfilment when it attains its exact opposite.
The youth movement which we all know, the movement to
which we all belonged in our time as senior schoolboys, was
the first start of the revolutionary dynamism which to-day is
culminating in the doctrineless revolution and turning into its
own opposite. One is tempted to regard the years in which
this movement started as marking a deep and radical cleavage
in the general mental outlook. The generations which person-
ally took part in the youth movement are able to understand
and sympathize with many impulses with which the older
generations, which had no personal experience of that first
escape from the trammels of conventional existence, have no
sympathy. Even the oldest ex-members of the youth move-
ment, now in their fifties, are capable of a fellow-feeling for the
youngest of the post-war generations It is their common anti-
Liberalism, their more or less radical rejection of the capitalist
outlook on life, that unites all who have passed through
adolescence since the turn of the century. The youthful
restlessness of the original movement may have turned into a
revolutionary restlessness of a very brutal sort, but there is no
doubt that beneath the "hiking" for its own sake, or the urge
to get on the move in order to still the inner revolutionary